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evidence had been stronger he would have had great diffi-
culty in convicting a man of a crime when it took the
Attorney-General nine hours to tell him what it was. The
evidence for the prosecution did not close till the fifth
morning of the trial. The defence was conducted by
Erskine, to whom Sir John Mitford replied. His speech
to the Jury occupied several hours, and we read that "on
this occasion nothing could exceed the mild and tem-
perate course pursued by the Solicitor-General." It was,
however, one of the few occasions on record on which he
seems to have lost his temper. Erskine had had fierce
altercations both with him and with the Attorney-
General, and after various interruptions Sir John Mitford
turned on him angrily: "The manner, Sir, in which you
have thought proper to conduct yourself towards me in
the course of this trial has been such as reflects upon my
character, I will not submit to any man for knowledge of
the law. I am not used to talk much of myself, but I will
not be taught by you or any other person propriety of
conduct either in civil or criminal case. I believe I know
my duty in both as well as you do and I trust I shall dis-
charge it." He then concluded his speech.
The interest taken in the case throughout the country was
intense and very general. Both Hardy and Tooke were
prominent exponents of the new ideas, and it was con-
sidered that the Government now had the opportunity of
proving their accusations against associations which they
had asserted held treasonable opinions and exercised a
disastrous influence on English life and thought. The
papers and literature of the leading societies had been
seized and reported on; all their plans were revealed, and
many of the members were subjected to searching cross-
examinations by the ablest lawyers the Government
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